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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment received on Oct. 1 , 2004. Claims 1 - 
27 are pending examination. 

2. Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 24 recites the limitation " method" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claim 1- 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Porter 

et al., Patent No. 6,636,597. 
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As to claim 1 , Porter teaches a method of accessing a group in a clustered 
computer system, wherein the clustered computer system includes a plurality of nodes, 
and wherein the group includes a plurality of members resident respectively on the 
plurality of nodes, the method comprising: 

(a) receiving an access request on a first node in the plurality of nodes, 
wherein the access request identifies a cluster-private group name associated 
with the group; and 

(b) processing the access request on the first node to initiate a group 
operation on at least a subset of the plurality of nodes that map to the cluster- 
private group name ( see col.4, lines 29 - 48 ). 

As to claim 2, Porter teaches the method further comprising generating 
the access request with a user job resident on the first node ( see col.4, lines 29 - 48 ). 

As to claim 3, Porter teaches the method further comprising forwarding the 
access request to a clustering infrastructure resident in the first node via a call from the 
user job ( see col.4, lines 29 - 48 ). 

As to claim 4, Porter teaches the method further comprising: 

(a) generating the access request with a user job resident on a second 
node in the plurality of nodes; and 

( b) processing the access request with a proxy job resident on the 
second node by communicating the access request to the first node ( see col. 5, 
lines 40-49). 
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As to claim 5, Porter claims the method wherein the proxy job is a member of a 
cluster control group, the method further comprising: 

(a) forwarding the access request from the user job to the proxy job ; 

and 

(b) forwarding the access request from the proxy job to a clustering 
infrastructure resident in the second node via a call from the proxy job ( see 

col.3, lines 1 - 8 ) 

As to claim 6, Porter teaches the method further comprising retrieving the cluster- 
private group name with a user job by accessing a cluster-private data structure (see 
col.7, lines 47 - 58). 

As to claim 7, porter teaches the method wherein the cluster-private data 
structure is resident on the same node as the user job (see col.7, lines 47 - 58). 

As to claim 8, Porter teaches the method wherein the cluster-private data 
structure is accessible only from the node upon which the cluster-private data structure 
is resident (see col.7, lines 47 - 58). 

As to claim 9, Porter teaches the method wherein the cluster-private data 
structure is accessible only by jobs that are resident on the node upon which the 
cluster-private data structure is resident, (see col.3, lines 52 - 60). 

As to claim 1 0, Porter teaches the method wherein initiating the group operation 
comprises distributing messages to a plurality of group members resident on the nodes 
that map to the cluster-private group name, (see col.7, lines 31 -40). 
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As to claim 1 1 , Porter teaches the method wherein initiating the group operation 
further comprises accessing a group address data structure to retrieve a plurality of 
network addresses associated with the cluster-private group name, wherein distributing 
messages to the plurality of group members includes sending a message to each of the 
plurality of network addresses (see col.2, lines 60 - 67 and col.3, lines 1-8). 

As to claim 12, Porter teaches the method wherein initiating the group operation 
is performed by a clustering infrastructure resident on the first node . (see col.4, lines 49 
-59). 

As to claim 13, Porter teaches the method wherein initiating the group operation 
includes retrieving with the clustering infrastructure plurality of addresses that are 
mapped to the cluster-private group name in a data structure that is local to the 
clustering infrastructure (see col.3, lines 33-42). 

As to claim 14, Porter teaches the method wherein initiating the group operation 
includes locally resolving on the first node a mapping between the cluster-private group 
name and a plurality of addresses associated with at least the subset of the plurality of 
nodes (see col.3, lines 52 - 63). 

As to claim 15, Porter teaches an apparatus comprising: 

(a) a memory accessible by a first node among a plurality of nodes in a 
clustered computer system ; and 

(b) a program resident in the memory and executed by the first node, 
the program configured to access a group that includes a plurality of members 
resident respectively on the plurality of nodes by receiving an access request 
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that identifies a cluster-private group name associated with the group, and 
processing the access request to initiate a group operation on at least a subset 
of the plurality of nodes that map to the cluster-private group name (see col.4, 
lines 29 - 48). 

As to claim 1 6, Porter teaches the apparatus further comprising a user job 
configured to generate the access request (see col.4, lines 29 - 48). 

As to claim 17, Porter teaches the apparatus wherein the program comprises a 
clustering infrastructure resident on the first node (see col.4, lines 29 - 48). 

As to claiml 8, Porter teaches the apparatus further comprising a proxy job 
configured to forward the access request from the user job to the clustering 
infrastructure (see col.3, lines 1 - 8). 

As to claim 19, Porter teaches the apparatus further comprising: 

(a) a cluster-private data structure configured to store the cluster- 
private group name; and 

(b) a user job configured to access the cluster-private data structure to 
retrieve the cluster-private group name and generate the access request 
therefrom (see col.3, lines 16-22 and col.6, lines 55 - 65 ). 

As to claim 20 Porter teaches the apparatus wherein the cluster-private data 
structure is resident on the same node as the user job (see col. 7, lines 47 - 58). 

As to claim 21 Porter teaches the apparatus wherein the cluster-private 
data structure is accessible only from the node upon which the cluster-private data 
structure is resident (see col.3, lines 52 - 60). 
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As to claim 22, the apparatus further comprising a group address data structure 
configured to store a plurality of network addresses associated with the cluster-private 
group name, wherein the program is configured to initiate the group operation by 
accessing the group address data structure to retrieve the plurality of network 
addresses and sending a message to each of the plurality of network addresses (see 
col.2, lines 60 - 67 and col.3, lines 1-8). 

As to claim 23, Porter teaches the apparatus wherein the program 
comprises a clustering infrastructure, and wherein the group address data structure is 
local to the clustering infrastructure (see col.4, lines 29 - 44). 

As to claim 24, Porter teaches the method wherein the program is further 
configured to process the access request by locally resolving on the first node a 
mapping between the cluster-private group name and a plurality of addresses 
associated with at least the subset of the plurality of nodes (see col.4, lines 29 - 44). 

As to claim 25, porter teaches a clustered computer system, comprising: 

(a) a plurality of nodes coupled to one another over a network; 

(b) a group including a plurality of members resident respectively on 
the plurality of nodes; and 

(c) a program resident in a first node among the plurality of nodes and 
configured to access the group by receiving an access request that identifies a 
cluster-private group name associated with the group, and processing the 
access request to initiate a group operation on at least a subset of the plurality 
of nodes that map to the cluster-private group name (see col.4, lines 29 - 48). 
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As to claim 26 porter teaches a program product, comprising: 

(a) a program resident in the memory and executed by a first node 
among a plurality of nodes in a clustered computer system, the program 
configured to access a group that includes a plurality of members resident 
respectively on the plurality of nodes by receiving an access request that 
identifies a cluster-private group name associated with the group, and 
processing the access request to initiate a group operation on at least a subset 
of the plurality of nodes that map to the cluster-private group name; and 

(b) a signal bearing medium bearing the program (see col.4, lines 

29-48). 

As to claim 27, porter teaches the program product wherein the signal bearing 
medium includes at least one of a transmission medium and a recordable medium. ( 
see col. 3). 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

In the remarks, the applicant argue that; A) Porter et al does not disclose the use 
of a cluster. 

In response to A) Porter teaches a system for providing services in a 
communications network includes a service processing function, a universal directory 
function, and a nodal resource manager (see abstract). Porter teaches a system that 
includes a nodal resource manager which serves as a gatekeeper to all of the resources 
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belonging to a particular domain. The resources of the domain managed by nodal 
resource manager are tracked in a nodal resource database and are allocated in 
response to user requests (see col. 4 lines 49 - 64). A resource request is composed of 
a number of parameters which nodal resource manager uses to select a set of 
candidate resources (see col. 5 lines 51 - 60) According to Microsoft Computer 
Dictionary the definition of a cluster is as follows: a group of independent network 
servers that operate and appear to clients as if they were single unit. A cluster is 
designed to improve network capacity by, among other things, enabling the servers 
within a cluster to shift work over for another, a cluster network also enhances stability 
and minimizes or eliminates downtime caused by application or system failure. A quick 
glance at fig. 1 shows a group of nodes that are managed by a single network resource 
manager that receives and processes requests by users where the manager could 
assign a request to a single node or multiple nodes transparently to the user (see col. 5 
lines 40-45). Therefore Porter meets the scope of the claimed limitation "a private 
cluster". 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
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extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N Nano whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4651 . The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703) 308- 7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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